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What is a Human Being?

.~ 10 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in
all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
2From the lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise because of your enemies, to
silence the foe and the avenger.
3>When I consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have
set in place,
4what is man that you are mindful of him, the son
of man that you care for him?



What is a Human Being?
Cosmology
(Beliefs about the World)

Theology
(Beliefs about God)

Anthropology
(Beliefs about Humans Bg%gs)
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Human beings were created
to do the “work that is
essential for the continuing
existence of the gods . .. that
they have tired of doing for
themselves.”




Cosmology
(Beliefs about the World)

Theology
(Beliefs about God)

Anthropology

(Beliefs about Humans Beings)

v

Politics o

(Beliefs about the Good Society)



Mark Twain

“Man was made
at the end of the
week’s work,
when God was
tired.”
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“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed;
for in the image of God has God made man.”
Genesis 9:6



The Image




Psalm 8

1O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in
all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.
2From the lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise because of your enemies, to
silence the foe and the avenger.

3When I consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have
set in place,

*what is man that you are mindful of him, the son
of man that you care for him?



Psalm8

1O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in
all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

2 From the lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise because of your enemies, to
silence the foe and the avenger.

3When I consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have
set in place,

*what is man that you are mindful of him, the son
of man that you care for him?



Psalm 8

-

1O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in
all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

2 From the lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise because of your enemies, to
silence the foe and the avenger.

3When I consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have
set in place,

4what is man that you are mindful of him, the son
of man that you care for him?

Nothing



Psalm 8

> You made him a little lower than God, and
crowned him with _ glory and honor

® You made him ruler over the works of your
hands; you put everything under his feet:

7 all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,

3 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all
that swim the paths of the seas.

> O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in
all the earth!



> You made him a little lower than God, and
crowned him with glory and honot.

® You made him ruler over the works of your
hands; you put everything under his feet:

7 all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,

% the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all
that swim the paths of the seas.

> O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in
all the earth!
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Anthropolbgy

(Beliefs about Humans Beings)

V

Politics

(Beliefs about the Good Society)

Humanism Democracy




Deuteronomy 17:14-20

When you enter the land the LORD your God is
giving you and have taken possession of it and
settled in it, and you say, “Let us set a king over us
like all the nations around us,” be sure to appoint

over you a king the LORD your God chooses ...”



Human Rights

InCONGRESS S,
DECLARATION

By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
IN GENERAL CONGRESS AsSEMBLED.

HE N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People ta) diffolve the Political Band A
with another, and to aflume among the P et ate and cqual Station to. which the Laws of Natore and of
Nature's God entitle them,  a decent Refped to the Opinion: M d requires thae o thould declare the caufes \\‘h|<‘\‘ o ;”.1» b
to the Separatio g s h impel them

We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal,  that they are endowed by thicie Creator with -
umlicnable Rights, that among thefe arc Life, Liberty, and the Parfuit of Happi That to fecure thefe Rights, Government arc
vonz Men, deriving their jaft Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whencvée any Form of Govcrnasent becames e i
Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to inflitute new Government, lying its Foundation on fuch Principles, x;d el :
h Form, 88 to them (hall feem moft likely to effe@ their Safety and Happinefs. Pradence, indeed, will dictate that (iz\'c‘r.nmtnh (‘l;Amz (6
t be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that Mankind are more difpofed to ﬁ:rT:ron\E, ?l.

le, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed, whea a long Train of Abufes and Ufur; axions. i ,;c
the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under ablolute Defpo: iti i t, itis their Duty, to throw off l'udrco » purfu-
vide new Guards for their fature Security. Such hasbeen the patient Sutferance of thefe Calonies; and fach is riow the Necefiity which vu“{‘tn:f“'
ter their former Syltems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Bri gin is a Hiftory of repeated Injuries and Ufar) con m;;

4t the Etablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. . To prove this, let Fadts be fubmitted to a candid Wo pations, al

=d his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary rlxhc pablic Good.
5 to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, valefs fufpended in their Operation till hi: - ), .
ded, he has uucll_\"nrgh(!td to attend to thean.” : P"f ¥ peration till his Affeat thould be obtained
efuled to other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftri&s of People, unlefs thofe People would relinqui i
Kiiht ineflimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants oaly, ; P clinquifh the Right of Reprefenta

thee Legiflative Bodics at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depolitory of their public Records, for the Sle Parpofe of

Compliance with his Meafures, ; ; f ' " e urpofe o

¢ has difiolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafiont on the Rights of the People.

He has refufed for a Jong T after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to bc_:lc;tcd 3 whereby thi Legiflative Powers, iacapable’of Anbibilation; havé re
srned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the | ngn of Invafion from without, and Coavalfions “'ilhi,,.
wr=d to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofc obftruting the Law: N .

aturalization of Forcigners; refufing to pafs others

o encouraze their Migrations hither, and raifing the Condirinmgx‘ new Appropriations of f.:mh.
i has obilrifted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affene to Laws for cftablifhing Judiciary Powers.
I hae mada Tudoes dependent on his Will slone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salarie

: aew Offices, and fent hither Swarms of Officers to narras our rcopies and eat out their Subftance.

fuliitude of r ) > narr )
in Times of Pesce, Standing Armics, without' the confent of our Legillamres,

Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power.
jet us to a Jurifdi@ion foreign to our Cor nackiowledged by our Las giving his Afieat to their AQs of

n the Inhabitants of thefe States

ince, eftablithing ther
hfolute Rule into
ing fundamentally theForm
‘our own Leg d with Power to 1 siflate forus in all Cafes what
at here, by declari s out of his Protetion dnd w gainflus.
v ns, and def ives of ourPeogle.
cnarics to compleat the Works of Death, D i : p th cir-
e, and totally unwoehy the Head of
{k their ¢ Sarey, to become the Executioners of their Friends and
- Blande




“The male 1s by nature superior, and
the female inferior; and the one rules,
and the other is ruled.”
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“If you speak of human rights or women’s
rights in Afghanistan, you get accused of
g g » you g
having converted to Christianity.”
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Many of them held, and still |
hold, very noble and

necessary truths in the social
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and secular area. But even
these it seemed to me they
, held less firmly than they
m1ght have done, if there
had been anything like a
fundamental principle of
= moral and metaphysics to
support them . .. Their
hearts were in the right
place; but their heads were
emphatically in the wrong
. place.
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