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1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 

all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2 From the lips of children and infants you have 

ordained praise because of your enemies, to 

silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your 

fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 

set in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son 

of man that you care for him?

What is a Human Being?



What is a Human Being?

Cosmology

(Beliefs about the World)

Theology

(Beliefs about God)

Anthropology

(Beliefs about Humans Beings)



Mesopotamia





Human beings were created 

to do the “work that is 

essential for the continuing 

existence of  the gods . . . that 

they have tired of  doing for 

themselves.” 



Cosmology

(Beliefs about the World)

Theology

(Beliefs about God)

Anthropology

(Beliefs about Humans Beings)

Politics

(Beliefs about the Good Society)



“Man was made 

at the end of the 

week’s work, 

when God was 

tired.”

Mark Twain



“Whoever sheds the blood of  man, by man shall his blood be shed; 

for in the image of  God has God made man.”

Genesis 9:6



The Image of God
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Nothing



Psalm 8

5 You made him a little lower than God, and 

crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You made him ruler over the works of your 

hands; you put everything under his feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all 

that swim the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 

all the earth! 

glory and honor
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“What a piece of  work is a man, how noble in 

reason, how infinite in faculties, in form and 

moving how express and admirable, in action 

how like an angel, in apprehension how like a 

god.”

William Shakespeare

Fearfully 

and 

wonderfully 

made

Crowned 

with glory 

and honor



Humanism

Anthropology

(Beliefs about Humans Beings)

Politics

(Beliefs about the Good Society)

Democracy



Deuteronomy 17:14-20

When you enter the land the LORD your God is 

giving you and have taken possession of  it and 

settled in it, and you say, “Let us set a king over us 

like all the nations around us,” be sure to appoint 

over you a king the LORD your God chooses …”



Human Rights



“Slaves and brute animals . . . cannot 

[form a state], for they have no share in 

happiness or in a life of free choice.”

“The male is by nature superior, and 

the female inferior; and the one rules, 

and the other is ruled.” 



“From the 

traditional Hindu 

perspective, the 

idea of  human 

equality is patently 

false.” 



“If you speak of human rights or women’s 

rights in Afghanistan, you get accused of 

having converted to Christianity.”





Many of  them held, and still 

hold, very noble and 

necessary truths in the social 

and secular area. But even 

these it seemed to me they 

held less firmly than they 

might have done, if  there 

had been anything like a 

fundamental principle of  

moral and metaphysics to 

support them . . . Their 

hearts were in the right 

place; but their heads were 

emphatically in the wrong 

place.




