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Contact info and books:

Email: dlamb@biblical.edu

Website: www.davidtlamb.com

Twitter: www.twitter.com/davidtlamb

Missio Seminary: http://www.missio.edu/ 

God Behaving Badly: Is the God of the Old 

Testament Angry, Sexist and Racist? (IVP, 2011)

Prostitutes and Polygamists: A Look at Love, 

Old Testament Style (Zondervan, 2015). 





How does

the topic 

of  sexual abuse

relate to missions?

(Discuss with a

neighbor) 



Rapes



Rapes
Dinah by Shechem (Gen 34)



Rapes
Dinah by Shechem (Gen 34)

The Levite’s Concubine (Judg 19)





Rapes
Dinah by Shechem (Gen 34)

The Levite’s Concubine (Judg 19)

Tamar by Amnon (2 Sam 13)



Rapes
Dinah by Shechem (Gen 34)

The Levite’s Concubine (Judg 19)

Tamar by Amnon (2 Sam 13)

Sexual Abuse?



Rapes
Dinah by Shechem (Gen 34)

The Levite’s Concubine (Judg 19)

Tamar by Amnon (2 Sam 13)

Sexual Abuse?
Abraham & Sarah (Gen 12, 20)



Rapes
Dinah by Shechem (Gen 34)

The Levite’s Concubine (Judg 19)

Tamar by Amnon (2 Sam 13)

Sexual Abuse?
Abraham & Sarah (Gen 12, 20)

Judah & Tamar (Gen 38)



Rapes
Dinah by Shechem (Gen 34)

The Levite’s Concubine (Judg 19)

Tamar by Amnon (2 Sam 13)

Sexual Abuse?
Abraham & Sarah (Gen 12, 20)

Judah & Tamar (Gen 38)

David & Bathsheba (2 Sam 11-12)



What took place

between David

and Bathsheba?



2 Samuel 11:1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to 

battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And 

they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David 

remained at Jerusalem. 2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David 

arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's house, 

that he saw from the roof a woman bathing (rachats= “washing”; see 

11:8; 12:20); and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And David sent

and inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is not this Bathsheba, 

the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 4 So David sent

messengers and took (laqach, 3rd singular) her, and she came to him, 

and he lay (shakav) with her. (Now she had been purifying herself 

from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. 5 And the 

woman conceived, and she sent and told David, "I am pregnant."



2 Samuel 11:27b But the thing David had done displeased the LORD (“was 

evil in the eyes of YHWH”) 12:1 And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He 

came to him and said to him, "There were two men in a certain city, the one 

rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 3 but 

the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And 

he brought it up, and it grew up him and with his children. It used to eat of his 

morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter 

(bat) to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was 

unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who 

had come to him, but he took (laqach; 11:4) the poor man's lamb and 

prepared it for the man who had come to him." 5 Then David's anger was 

greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, 

the man who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb

fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity." 7 Nathan said 

to David, "You are the man! (’atah ha’ish).  



David & Bathsheba:

How do we blame 

the victim?  



We assume she 

seduced him

Jean Bouridchon (1498)
From the Getty Museum
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David & Bathsheba:

How do we blame 

the victim?  

We assume she 

seduced him

We call it adultery, 

not rape









How to create safe 

spaces? 



How to create safe 

spaces? 

Stop ignoring 

these stories





Matthew 1:1 The book of the  genealogy of Jesus Christ, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

and Isaac the father of Jacob, 

and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, 

and Perez the father of Hezron, 

and Hezron the father of Ram,
4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, 

and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

and Nahshon the father of Salmon,
5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab,  

and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, 

and Obed the father of Jesse,
6 and Jesse the father of David the king. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah.
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How can I fill out a 

seminar evaluation?  

On your Urbana 18 app, 

find this seminar, 

scroll down and click on 

“Seminar Evaluation”, and 

fill out the evaluation.  
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