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Scope of the Problem:  Overview
25 years of Child Health in the Majority World

Morbidity and Mortality in under-5’s

Mortality: counted per 1000 who don’t reach age 5
àrate of 100/1000 (10%) = catastrophe
àin sub-Saharan Africa rates can be even higher

Cost Effectiveness

Inves&ng	
  in	
  newborn	
  interven&ons	
  results	
  in	
  more	
  years	
  of	
  life	
  
saved	
  than	
  trea&ng	
  adults	
  (e.g.,	
  saving	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  a	
  newborn	
  
results	
  in	
  70-­‐80	
  years	
  of	
  “life	
  saved”...cost	
  effec&ve!)	
  



http://www.apromiserenewed.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/APR-2015-UNICEF-final.pdf
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Scope of the Problem
Causes of Mortality 



Scope of the Problem 
Root Causes 



God’s Passion is for Justice
Isaiah 1:17, 61:8

God’s Passion is for the Weak

Psalm 140:12, 36:7, 72:4
Matthew 19:14

State of the World’s Children 
through the lens of Justice 
and Mercy

God’s Passion is for Mercy

Micah	
  6:8	
  
Zechariah	
  7:9	
  



Evidence-based Interventions

http://www.wageningenportals.nl/sites/default/files/resource/lancet_series_2013_article_2.pdf 



Evidenced-based Interventions

Safe Delivery, newborn resuscitation and care

à 30% reduction in risk of death (BMC Public Health 2011, 11(Suppl 

3):S12)  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/pdf/1471-2458-11-S3-S12.pdf



More Evidence-based Interventions

Breast-feeding

Exclusive breast-feeding within 24 hours of 
birth

à 44% reduction in risk of death (Z.S. Lassi et 
al. / EBioMedicine 2 (2015) 985–1000) 

Immunizations, Vitamin A, malaria 
prophylaxis 
Vitamin A supplementation 
à leads to 25% reduction in all-cause 

childhood mortality
 (Imdad A, Herzer K, Mayo-Wilson E, Yakoob MY, Bhutta ZA. 
Vitamin A supplementation for preventing morbidity and mortality in 
children from 6 months to 5 years of age. Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews 2010, Issue 12.)



Evidence-based Interventions
45% of deaths under-5 are attributable to malnutrition

http://www.wageningenportals.nl/sites/default/files/resource/lancet_series_2013_article_2.pdf



Evidence-­‐based	
  Interven&ons:	
  
Malnutri&on	
  Preven&on	
  and	
  Treatment	
  

45%	
  of	
  under-­‐5	
  mortality	
  aDributable	
  to	
  malnutri&on	
  	
  



hDp://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-­‐6736(13)60648-­‐0.pdf	
  

Evidence-­‐based	
  Interven&ons	
  



Lessons and Best Practices

Partnership and Relocation

Prevention and Cure (both-and)

Gathering Data

Training Others as You Go

Be Part of a Team

Advocacy: Be the Voice of the Vulnerable



Partnership and Relocation

No substitute for living among the people you want to help



Prevention and Cure

Important to care for the sick 
AND 

to address root causes of sickness



Training Others as You Go

Important to equip others to multiply 
your effect



Gathering Data

Important to measure your impact

Count something!  
Monitor your progress.  Evaluate your impact.



Being Part of a Team

Community is a critical ingredient for impact and longevity 



Advocacy

Be the Voice of the Vulnerable

Children often don’t have anyone advocating for their 
needs



Next Steps..

Pray

For specific missionaries
For justice for children
For God’s leading in your life (the intersection between the 
needs of the world and the desires of your heart)

Study/Train

Develop skills to benefit children
Medicine (MD, RN, PT/OT, Child Life)
Teaching (Education, Youth Ministry, Arts/Music)

Sports (Coaching, Discipleship) 

Support 

Seek out organizations which protect and benefit children
Seek out organizations which promote family resilience



@graceatthefray @graceatthefrayfacebook.com/sergeglobal

smyhre@serge.org	
  
jmyhre@serge.org	
  

hDp://paradoxuganda.blogspot.com	
  
	
  


