
FOR THE EARTH WILL BE FILLED WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD  

AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA.
Habakkuk 2:14

THE GLOBAL SCRIPTURE TRANSLATION MOVEMENT  —  RUTH HUBBARD



SCRIPTURE TRANSLATION
a Global Movement of Local Movements



THE BUM OF CAMEROON 
➤ Scripture has been translated. 

➤ Translated Scripture has been distributed. 

➤The reign of Christ has been 
announced and the Kingdom 
of God is being established!



“
Bum New Testamant Dedication  |  Cameroon



1700                          1800                          1900                                              2000

3 ERAS OF MISSION PERSPECTIVE

Church & Kingdom Mission Church Mission Recovery of Kingdom Mission

SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION

PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION PERSONAL TRANSFORMATIONPERSONAL TRANSFORMATION

THE Great Awakening 2nd Great 
Awakening 3rd Great Awakening 4th Great Awakening

1384: John Wycliffe’s English Bible 
  1450: Gutenberg’s Printing Press 
    1526: Tyndale’s English Bible 
      1534: Luther’s German Bible 
        1611: King James Version 

Wesley 
Whitfield

Finney Moody Graham

Ralph D. Winter - W1600C11, 10/19/2008

1800: 1st Bible Society 
1800: Modern Missionary Movement 
1830: William Carey translates in India 

1942: Wycliffe 
Bible Translators 
1946: United 
Bible Societies 

1992: Forum of 
Bible Agencies 
1999: VISION 2025 



MODERN BIBLE TRANSLATIONEMERGING BIBLE TRANSLATION

BIBLE TRANSLATION IN MODERN HISTORY
Church Mission Recovery of Kingdom Mission

3rd Great Awakening 4th Great Awakening

1800: 1st Bible Society 
1800: Modern Missionary Movement 
      1830: William Carey translates in India 
       1917: William Cameron Townsend in  

Guatemala

1942: Wycliffe Bible Translators 
  1946: United Bible Societies 
    1964: Lutheran Bible Translators 
      1976: Pioneer Bible Translators 
        1980: Bible Translation Association (PNG) 
          1981: Bible Translation and Literacy (Kenya) 
           1982: Cameroonian Bible Translation Association 

 1800                          1900                                           2000                                                

1999: VISION 2025



BIG 3  
Impacting Bible Translation

GLOBALIZATION

MISSIOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY



MORE DIVERSE & CONNECTED 
THAN EVER

GLOBALIZATION



WHOLE TO WHOLE  
WITH WHOLE

MISSIOLOGY



TRANSLATION AND  
DISTRIBUTION

TECHNOLOGY



TRANSFORMING TRANSLATION

1800……………….1900………………..2000…………………………….                                            

MODERN BIBLE TRANSLATIONEMERGING BIBLE TRANSLATION

other tongue……mother tongue

outsiders………………….locals

separate………………….integral

2150………………………….2025

print……………………………
….+digital+audio+mobile+video

New Testament….……….(Bible)

20 years….………………..faster

expensive….…………….…less

west to rest….…whole to whole



THREE ESSENTIAL PARTNERS IN BIBLE TRANSLATION

RESOURCETECHNICALIMPACTBIBLE TRANSLATION



THREE ESSENTIAL PARTNERS IN BIBLE TRANSLATION

RESOURCE TECHNICALIMPACT

service

prayer

financial
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vision

language  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translation

linguistics

exegesis



RESOURCE TECHNICALIMPACT

SIMPLICITY & COMPLEXITY

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THREE IN ONE

RESOURCE
TECHNICALIMPACT



IMPACT

FIELD-DRIVEN MODEL

RESOURCE

TECHNICAL



IMPACT

RESOURCE-DRIVEN MODEL

RESOURCE

TECHNICAL



IMPACT

PARTNERSHIP MODEL

RESOURCE

TECHNICAL



IMPACT

AN EMERGING MODEL

RESOURCE TECHNICAL



have nots

needing 
receiving 
depending

being changed

haves

praying 
giving 
going

changing the 
world

IMPACT

RESOURCE TECHNICAL

TRANSFORMATIVE, PARTICIPATORY, PURPOSEFUL, INTENTIONAL, INCLUSIVE…

Called by God
Called by God  
& Bibleless

life 
change

Scripture  
engagement

missional 
engagement



IMPACT

COMMON FRAMEWORK FOR BIBLE TRANSLATION

RESOURCE TECHNICAL

RELATIONAL 
not TRANSACTIONAL

INCLUSIVE 
not EXCLUSIVE

ACCELERATED 
not HURRIED

MISSIONAL 
not MISSIONARY

SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY 
not HUMAN AUTHORITY

DESIGNED 
not PRESCRIBED

INTERDEPENDENT 
not INDEPENDENT + DEPENDENT



RESOURCE TECHNICALIMPACT COMMON FRAMEWORK FOR BIBLE TRANSLATION

RELATIONAL 
not TRANSACTIONAL

INCLUSIVE 
not EXCLUSIVE

ACCELERATED 
not HURRIED

MISSIONAL 
not MISSIONARY

SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY 
not HUMAN AUTHORITY

DESIGNED 
not PRESCRIBED

INTERDEPENDENT 
not INDEPENDENT + DEPENDENT



“
Training Bible Translators  |  Papua New Guinea

RESOURCE TECHNICALIMPACThttps://vimeo.com/108168331



THREE ESSENTIAL PARTNERS IN BIBLE TRANSLATION

RESOURCE TECHNICALIMPACT

service

prayer

financial

relationship

vision

language  
& culture

translation

linguistics

exegesis

information 
technologyproject 

management

media

media

information 
technology

project 
management



MEDIA & 
TECHNOLOGY

Greatest Needs information 
technologymediamedia information 
technology



TRANSLATION 
CONSULTANTS

Greatest Needs



MIKE FLOYD - CONSULTANT

https://vimeo.com/137648523



PROJECT 
MANAGERS

Greatest Needs



INNOVATORS
Greatest Needs



RENDER PARTNERS 
FAITH COMES BY HEARING 
PIONEER BIBLE TRANSLATORS 
SIL INTERNATIONAL 
THE SEED COMPANY

INNOVATORS: RENDER

http://www.renderpartners.com/



INNOVATORS: DIGITAL BIBLE LIBRARY

EVERY TRIBE, EVERY NATION 
UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 
BIBLICA 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
SIL INTERNATIONAL 
SEED COMPANY 
WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS 

http://www.everytribeeverynation.org/



RESOURCE TECHNICALIMPACT


