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Quick Summary

Two years in Tokyo with Campus Crusade for Christ 

One year in Nagoya with Michael Oh and Christ Bible 
Institute 

Four years Evangelism TA/Trainer in Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 

Lead/trained 18 short term teams to Japan



Missions Experience



Campus Evangelism



English Clubs



Dance



Gospel Choir



Café Ministry



Missions Experience

Classroom conversation partnerships 
Church planting 
Tsunami relief 
Seminary planting 
Pastoral training 
High school ministry 



Missions Experience

Homeless ministry 
5 Minute English/Street evangelism 
Eikaiwa (English Conversation) ministry 
Board games ministry 
Returnees ministry 
Massage ministry 
Ice cream ministry



What do you know about Japan?











Japan’s National Traits



Uniformity and Conformity



Uniformity and Conformity



Uniformity and Conformity



Uniformity and Conformity



Work Culture



Religion (Shinto / Buddhism)



Religion (Cults)



10/40 Window



10/40 Window





0.2%... 1 in 500



0.2%... 1 in 500

0.2% of 127 million = ~254,000 
~8000 Churches 
~1000-1300 missionaries 
89% of pastors >50 years old 
Average church size: 30 



0.2%... 1 in 500



0.2%... 1 in 500











Japan’s Brokenness



Enjo Kosai (Compensated Dating)　



Enjo Kosai (Compensated Dating)　

11% of high school girls 
admitted participating in 
enjo kosai 

4% of middle school girls 
admitted participating in 
enjo kosai 









Hikikomori / Shut ins



Hikikomori / Shut ins















Disappearing People?





What do you know about missions to Japan?



What do you know about missions to Japan?

It is the missionary graveyard 
It is a tough place to share the gospel 
Japanese people are resistant to the gospel 
It takes 7 years before a Japanese accepts Christ 
One must understand the culture before sharing 



Missions to Japan

Is it really that hard? 





Historic Accounts

1888: 
“Explosive church growth” 
“Japan, as a point for missionary radiation, 
has no superior.” – George Appleton 

1889: 
“Probably the most promising missionary 
field now open to Christ’s messengers.” – 
Secretary Tupper 



Historic Accounts

1919:  
“Personally, I am thoroughly convinced that 
Japan as a whole is open to the Gospel as 
never before in its history, and that the 
Gospel message faithfully preached will 
receive a hearing and bring rich results.” 



Historic Accounts



Historic Accounts

1950:  
“There has never been a country more open 
to the gospel than Japan following World 
War II.” – Dub Jackson 
2200 professions of faith in 6 weeks in 
summer 1950. 



Crusade Accounts

This was the era of Japan’s growing 
urbanization, and similar to America, large 
Christian crusades were becoming more 
popular. In 1961 World Vision, an American 
interdenominational evangelistic group, 
sponsored the Tokyo Christian Crusade. Bob 
Pierce, the president of World Vision, spoke 
daily for one month at the Tokyo Municipal 
Gymnasium. A total of close to 230,000 people 
attended with about 9,000 making decisions.  



Crusade Accounts

In 1967 The Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association sponsored the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Crusade at the Japan Budokan 
and Korakuen Stadium, both in Tokyo. The 
total attendance reached 200,000 with 
15,000 making salvation decisions. 



Crusade Accounts

 In 1964 the Honda Crusade in cooperation 
with churches of the greater Tokyo area 
sponsored the Tokyo Evangelistic Crusade at 
the Bunkyo Public Hall. Approximately 
20,000 people attended and 2,000 people 
made decisions. The attendance was lower 
than the two other crusades, but it was 
impressive because it was sponsored by the 
Japanese church and because of the 
relatively high percent of decisions. 



Crusade Accounts

Koji Honda: In 1952 he received a vision to 
become a traveling evangelist, and in 1956 the 
Honda Crusade began. During the 45 years since 
1956 he conducted 4,042 evangelistic meetings, 
preached to 1,502,430 people, and saw 129,724 
make decisions for Christ and 6,543 express a 
desire to go into the ministry. 



Crusade Accounts

Dub Jackson 1950-1970, 10,000+ receive Christ 
Dr. Patterson 1960, 1,000 receive Christ 
Bill Bright 1970, 1,000 receive Christ



Crusade Accounts

November 2015, Franklin Graham: Nearly 
13,000 people came to hear Franklin 
Graham preach Sunday afternoon in Tokyo. 
Over 38,000 attended the three-day 
Celebration overall, with more than 1,400 
making decisions for Christ.



Crusade Objections

Crusades aren’t normal style of evangelism 
I can’t gather 20,000 people. 



Japan CCC Student Conference Tokyo 2010

300 Spiritual Conversations 
100 Gospel Presentations 
12 Prayers to Receive Christ 



Japan CCC Student Conference Tokyo 2012

300 Spiritual Conversations 
100 Gospel Presentations 
8 Prayers to Receive Christ



Japan CCC Student Conference Osaka 2014

29 Prayers to Receive Christ



Japan CCC Student Conferences

From Japanese, to Japanese, in Japanese, in 
Japan. One on one conversations.



Student Conference Objections

I’m not Japanese 
I don’t know the culture 
I don’t speak Japanese 
I’m only there for a short time/short term 
mission trip
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Student Conference Objections

I’m not Japanese 
I don’t know the culture 
I don’t speak Japanese 
I’m only there for a short time/short term 
mission trip



Epic Summer Missions 2010

11 Prayers to Receive Christ in 5 weeks



Epic Summer Missions 2012

9 Prayers to Receive Christ in 5 weeks



Epic Summer Missions 2014

133 Spiritual Conversations 
44 Gospel Presentations 
6 Prayers to Receive Christ in 5 weeks



Epic Summer Missions 2015



Japan Summer Missions 2016

SWBTS in Nagoya: 4 decisions (2 wk) 
Singapore CCC in Nagoya: 4 decisions (2 wk) 
Cru Tokyo: 2 decisions (5 wk) 
Epic Kyoto: 3 decisions (5 wk) 





Epic Summer Missions 2017

Epic Kyoto: 13 decisions in 5 weeks 

819 Initiations 
264 Spiritual Conversations 
81 Gospel Presentations 
13 Decisions to Receive Christ 



SWBTS Summer Missions 2018

SWBTS: 2 weeks 

396 Conversations 
306 Spiritual Conversations 
155 Gospel Presentations 
17 Professions of Faith 



Is it only in Japan?



Is it only in Japan?



Is it only in Japan?



Japan Summer Missions Results

Short term American, Asian American, and 
Asian teams all have fruit 

Follow up?



Other Japan Missions

Why haven’t we heard about this or seen this 
in other ministries? 

Possible reason: Lack of evangelism, lack of 
faith, lack of expectations



State of World Missions

100,000 Missionaries 

90% of foreign missionaries work among 
already reached people groups. 10% work 
among unreached people groups. 

91% of all Christian outreach/evangelism 
does not target non-Christians, but targets 
other Christians.   



Missions and Evangelism

The average Western missionary spends only 
3% of his time involved in direct evangelism.   

Only 10 to 33 percent of Western 
missionaries are involved in evangelism and 
church planting. 



Aren’t All Missions the Same?

Cru. MTW. IMB. YWAM. Intervarsity/KGK. 
TEAM. Navigators. Pioneers. SEND. JEMS.  

I’ve worked with all of them. Not all mission 
agencies are the same. 

Many missionaries never served outside of 
their mission agencies.



Missions That Aren’t Necessarily Evangelism?

English teaching 
Café ministry 
Gospel choir 
Baby English 
Guest house management 
Basketball camps 
Potato farming 
Church planting/pastoring 
Youth ministry



What Is NOT Sharing the Gospel?

Giving a tract 
Doing Bible study with a friend 
Inviting someone to church/evangelistic event 
Church planting 
Preaching 
Talking about God 
Talking about Jesus’ love 
Talking about the gospel



What is Sharing the Gospel?

Inviting someone to repent and believe Christ 
as their Lord and Savior 

Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved.



The Crux of the Problem

Most missionaries do not know how to share the 
gospel; they were never trained themselves. Most 
missions strategies aren’t working in Japan. 

Most missionaries do not know how to train their new 
Japanese believer how to share the gospel 

Most missionaries are spending time doing things 
and thinking it is evangelism 



What Can You Do?

Pray – For the 127 million Japanese to come 
to Christ 

Send – Support missionaries to Japan and 
pray for them 

Go – Go on a short, mid, or long term mission 
trip to Japan



Opportunities/Needs

Missions 
English teaching 
Church planting 
Dance/Gospel Music 
Sex trafficking 
Suicide 
Shut in 

Check out the exhibit halls and ask them if 
they go to Japan and what they do



Will You Go?

127 million people need you!



Q/A



Further Contact

facebook.com/arielblee 
arielblee@gmail.com 
Exhibit hall: Cru Booth

http://facebook.com/arielblee
mailto:arielblee@gmail.com

